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This assignment is due the first day of class. It will be counted as a test grade. This
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OR

PART I - Read each article of the Constitution. Summarize the general purpose or subject of each article in one to two
sentences in the chart below.

Article I

Article II

Article III

Article IV

Article V

Article VI

Article VII

1. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the House
of Representatives?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
2. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the Senate?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
3. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for the President?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
4. The powers of the Constitution that are specifically granted to the branches of government or
to office holders are called expressed powers.
a. Identify two expressed powers of the president.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
b. What are the expressed powers of the vice president?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
c. Identify three expressed powers of Congress.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
5. According to the principle of checks and balances, each branch of the government must have
control over the other branches. Look at the first three articles of the Constitution and identify
one of each type of checks and balances. Indicate where each power is listed in the Constitution.
a.

A power that the executive branch has over the legislative branch:

___________________________________________________________________________
This is found in Article/Section? ________________________________________________

b. A power that the executive branch holds over the judicial branch:
___________________________________________________________________________
This is found in Article/Section? _________________________________________________
c. A power that the legislative branch holds over the executive branch:
_______________________________________________________________________
This is found in Article/Section? _________________________________________________
d. A power that the legislative branch holds over the judicial branch:
_______________________________________________________________________
This is found in Article/Section? _________________________________________________
e. A power that the judicial branch holds over the executive branch:
__________________________________________________________________________
This is found in Article/Section? ________________________________________________
f.

A power that the judicial branch holds over the legislative branch:

_________________________________________________________________________
This is found in Article/Section? _______________________________________________
6. According to Article I of the Constitution, who has the power to declare war?
_________________________________________________________________________
7. What power does the Constitution give the President in the area of war?
_________________________________________________________________________

PART II – MAJORITY OR SUPERMAJORITY?
The Constitution requires a simple majority for some actions and a supermajority for others.
A simple majority means more than half, while a supermajority involves a 2/3rds or 3/4ths majority
vote. Most elections in the U.S. require a plurality, or the most votes, but not necessarily a majority.
1. What body(ies) have the power to override a presidential veto? ______________________
a.

What margin is required to override a presidential veto? ________________________

b. Where in the Constitution is the veto power described? _________________________
2. What body has the power to ratify treaties? ______________________________________
a. What margin is required to ratify treaties? ____________________________________
b. Where in the Constitution is the ratification power described? ____________________
3. To impeach means “to bring charges against” or “to indict.”
a. Which body has the power to impeach the president? ___________________________
b. Where in the Constitution is the impeachment power described? __________________
4. What body has the power to convict the president of charges brought against him in the impeachment
process and thereby remove him from the presidency? _________________
a. What margin is required to convict and remove a president? _____________________
5. What body has the power to accept or reject a president’s nomination to the Supreme Court?
____________________________________________________________________
a. What margin is required to elevate a nominee to the Court? _____________________
b. Where in the Constitution are judicial nominations described? ___________________
6. If no candidate for the presidency wins a simple majority of the electoral votes, what body
has the power to choose the president? ________________________________________
a. What margin is required to choose the president? _________________________
b. In which two parts of the Constitution is the Electoral College described?
_____________________________ & ___________________________________

7. A filibuster is a procedural method to “talk a bill” to death and prevent a vote on a measure.
a. What body has the ability to filibuster? __________________________________
b. How many votes does it take to invoke “cloture” and end a filibuster? _________
8. The Constitution specifies a 3/4ths majority on just one process. What is it? __________
________________________________________________________________________
9. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be proposed?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
10. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be ratified?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

PART III – Amendments to the Constitution
The first ten amendments to the Constitution protect citizens from the will of the majority. In other words,
no majority could vote to take away these rights. Read each amendment to the Constitution and answer
the questions below.
1. Outline the general purpose of the first 10 Amendments (Bill of Rights)

Amendment 1

Amendment 2

Amendment 3

Amendment 4

Amendment 5

Amendment 6

Amendment 7

Amendment 8

Amendment 9

Amendment 10

2. Which amendment(s) of the Constitution protect the rights of women?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Which amendment(s) of the Constitution protect the rights of African Americans?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Which Amendment finally made a federal income tax Constitutional?
_______________________________________________________________________
5. Find the Amendment that changed the method of election of U. S. Senators.
_______________________________________________________________________
How were they chosen before this was ratified?
_______________________________________________________________________
6. Which Amendment concerns voting rights in DC? _______________________________
What rights do they have to representation at the national level? _________________
_______________________________________________________________________
7. The 25th Amendment describes the sequence of events that would install the vice president
as acting president against the will of the president. Outline how that is supposed to happen.
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
8. Which Amendment allowed 18 year-old high school students to vote?
_______________________________________________________________________
Bonus. The person who can come up with a mnemonic or other good memorization device to
remember all the Amendments will receive 5 bonus points in the first quarter. Describe it below
and be prepared to share it with the class. For example create an illustration, song, rap save it to a
flash drive or create your own YouTube presentation.

